CHAPTER XXIX
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This is a formidable list with which to close a course of
lectures on English Economic History, and even so there is
one obvious absence, namely a book on Ireland's shifting
population parallel with those for England and Scotland.
Ireland, however, presented to England and Scotland so
grave a problem of immigration down to 1845, and after
1845 figures so prominently in the history of emigration from
the United Kingdom, that we lack in effect not the Irish
facts so much as the Irish point of view. These monographs,
in so far as they relate to the British Empire, are concerned
with topics which also are fully treated in the Dominion
volumes of the Cambridge History of the British Empire.
Perhaps we may visualise our subject by the metaphor of a
human hand. The palm is the mother country: the thumb
the United States: the four fingers are Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa, South Africa being the
little finger not because of small size but because of the
limited field which for geographical and social reasons was
offered to British settlement. Emigration is thus the logical
stepping-stone from English Economic History to that part
of General Economic History which falls outside Europe, and
the book-list accordingly is large.
Immigration, migration and emigration are species of the
genus mobility and correspond to the influx, internal transfer
and efflux of capital. If the necessary statistics existed, we
might find a central thread for English Economic History
in the story of capital investment, domestic and foreign.
We should watch capital flowing equi-marginally over the
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